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Editorial  

 This Conference was organized jointly by the Korea Toy Library 

Association and the  International Toy Library Association, ITLA. 

 The first International conference of Toy Libraries was organized 
by the International Toy Library  Association  (ITLA) in London in 
1978. Now Korea hosted  Conference number 13.  

 We lived 5 days of learning. It gave scope for play through the 
whole spectrum of life, as the invitation said. 

  We lived play and shared experiences. We laughed, connected 
with other cultures, learned about the ways of working in toy libraries 
and we saw what is happening in  toy libraries around the world.  

 Sometimes toy librarians feel that they are working alone, but  at 
the Conference we  saw and felt that we are not alone. We were 
together,  talking the same language and having common experi-
ences. 

 I am honored to be the first Latin American and Mexican Presi-
dent of ITLA and I am very proud to belong to this group of toy librar-
ians where the only thing that we want is to have a better world through play and toys, in places called toy libraries. We want to have 
better children, good human beings and we believe very strongly that with all our work we can help to make a better life for every one. 

 We received training through workshops, presentations and visits. There was also the  ITLA General Assembly where the new Board 
of Directors was elected. 

 The New Board is committed to work hard, with new feelings and thoughts, to make ITLA stronger than it is. I would like to express a 
great gratitude to the past Board that made ITLA  possible.  

 Korea!! Seoul!!! Korean Toy Library Association, Thank you!!  For sharing your culture, your music, your dances and your kindness. 
Let’s make the Toy Library magic  continue in the start towards the 14th Toy Library Conference in the Netherlands  in 2017. See you 
there!!!  

Thanks to all, gracias, kamsahamnida, 감사합니다 

Monica Juarez 

ITLA President 
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It is going to be in the Netherlands in 2017. Almost 
9 years will have passed since an ITLA confer-
ence was held in Europe. We congratulate the 

Netherlands Toy Library 
Association for making 
this possible.  

We are sure it is going 
to be a great experi-
ence!!! 

News about the next Conference 
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With the theme of “Play for Life”, the 13th International Conference of Toy Libraries 

was held in Seoul, Korea from August 18 to 22.  From 24 countries, about 200 people 

who are engaged and interested in Toy Libraries, Early Childhood Education and Care, 

or Children’s Play participated in the conference.  The history of Toy Libraries and the 

various contexts where Toy Libraries had contributed to children’s development and 

whole family happiness in some countries were introduced. Also, the policies and the 

vision for Toy Libraries, and the diverse kinds of play and games of past, present, and 

future were shared. 

We would like to review the conference from the first day, August 18th. Around 2 p.m. people began to flock to the venue to 

register. In the main hall of the venue, there were prepared tables for delegates from foreign countries to display their own 

toys. The goods  of ITLA were displayed on the very first table. Monica, the President of ITLA and Cynthia, the vice president 

of ITLA were busy displaying the goods for raising funds for ITLA.  Some other delegates from Taiwan, New Zealand, Turkey, 

India, Japan, and so forth displayed their own tables enthusiastically.  

On August 19th, Tuesday, Dr Suh, the president of KTLA declared the conference 

open and congratulatory speeches were delivered by Sung Lee, the mayor of Guro-

District, Monica, ITLA president, and a welcome speech video of Wonsun Park, the 

mayor of Seoul  Metropolitan City was added. The grand opening of the conference 

was followed by celebration with a variety of art performances. After the opening, 

Dr. Freda Kim gave a presentation on the history of Korea Toy Libraries. Renate 

Fuchs from Switzerland, the coordinator of European Toy Libraries mentioned 

about the European Toy Libraries and some challenges for the future. Christine from New Zealand stated a unique solution for 

a small island nation through play. 

Dr. Isik Kamaraj  from Turkey reported on the 4th World Play Day in Turkey and there were also various presentations in each 

department. Especially Japanese delegates led everyone at the  hall to enjoy interesting activities with toys made by them. 

After every session, on the top of the building all the participants had a good time experi-

encing some Korean traditional play and games. In the evening, all participants were in-

vited to a good dinner by Guro-District. While having dinner, we could have a really good 

time to get closer to each other while enjoying a wonderful performance.  

On the third day, all the participants went on a field trip to some toy libraries, child care 

centers and the children’s museum. During the tour, they could experience many chil-

dren’s programs for themselves. Most of participants told us they were very satisfied with 

the tour programme though the schedule was a little hectic.  

Board members and Keynote speakers having a meeting  

Opening speech of Dr. Suh  

Leading Article 

Looking back on the 13th International Conference 

of Toy Libraries in Seoul, Korea  

Preparing the art performances 
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All the participants started the 4th day with unfading enthusiasm for the conference. 

Aina from Malaysia, this day’s keynote speaker shared about playing for the future. Par-

ticipants delivered their presentations, listened to other presenters, and shared their 

experiences and opinions during the sessions. Thursday was the same schedule as 

Tuesday. On the top of the building, foreign participants could experience Korean tradi-

tional cultures and plays such as wearing Hanbok, Korean traditional clothes, playing 

jegichagi and ddakjichigi, etc. They were very interested in such activities, and did the 

activities earnestly and zealously though they were clumsy. In the evening, participants 

were invited to a gala dinner, and shared joy with others. 

 In the morning of the last day, the new board members of ITLA were introduced, and the next host country was announced. After 

the closing ceremony, 25 foreign participants visited a Toy Library run by the Guro-District which is quite spacious and well orga-

nized. They could see the framework and the role of the toy library for both children and all the people in a community. Guro-District 

was the district where the very first Toy Library was founded in Korea and has had a deep interest in the toy library movement and 

child caring, and sponsored KTLA for the Conference. After visiting the toy library, some  

foreign participants joined the Guro Children Play Festival, and they enjoyed the festival 

playing various games with children. 

As the host of the 13th International Conference of Toy Libraries, we expected that the 

conference could be a good chance to promote the value and the importance of play for 

good life as well as a helpful floor to share information about toy libraries with other coun-

tries. During the conference, we could see and hear how Toy Libraries in other countries 

are run, what kind of vision they have, and also what kind of challenges they are facing. 

And we could understand one another more deeply and share valuable information and 

experience with people working for Toy Libraries and children. We could see that we have reaped the fruit expected from the confer-

ence since we have had feedback on the conference from many participants saying that they could make their belief in the role of 

toy libraries and the value of play firm and solid through the Conference. While preparing 

and running the conference, we sometimes made mistakes, and had some conflicts 

among staff, but even such happenings could be good experiences and memories for us 

as we could get to understand each other through such experiences.  

Once again, we deeply thank all the participants and volunteers of the conference. With 

their enthusiasm, we could make an unforgettable experience and memory through the 

conference. 

Dr. Freda Kim with Monica Juarez 

Kyunggi Children’s Museum run by Kyunggi Province 

Government 

Youngsook  Suh  

Korean Toy Library Association (KTLA)  

Leading Article 

Looking back on the 13th International Conference 

of Toy Libraries in Seoul, Korea  

All the Toy Library Friends 
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The Group of European Toy Libraries - 

ETL 

The European Scene and some Challenges for the Future 

The European Scene 

Europe has a very lively toy library scene and an experience of over 50 years. It started 
in 1959 with a small toy library in Denmark and after the UNESCO plan to create toy li-
braries, Sweden, France, Great Britain, Germany and Switzerland followed. Now around 
5500 toy libraries are in service. 

The main quality of European toy libraries is the fact that most of them are open to every-
body. In some countries toy libraries are specialized for children and adults with special 
needs. 

Most of the European toy libraries are run by private organizations or local authorities as 
independent, non-profit organizations, with both professionals and volunteers. 

In most countries toy libraries lend out toys and games, provide the opportunity to play 
and contribute to the quality of life. National associations support the work of local or re-
gional toy libraries. 

The group of European Toy libraries was thinking about a definition for a toy library, 
which would guarantee a great deal of liberty in running  toy libraries. The following defi-
nition was accepted by the group ETL and now serves as a guideline for the European 
toy libraries: 

 “Toy Libraries provide resources for play, including toys, games, trained staff and 

dedicated space and are run as non-profit organizations” 

The Group of European Toy Libraries - ETL 

Is the network of the toy libraries in Europe. It is an informal group and serves also as a 
link to ITLA. It exists since 1996 and by now 22 countries have joined ETL. 

The purposes of the European Group are: 

 To disseminate the concept of toy libraries as a means for bringing play and play 
material to people 

 To exchange information about the way toy libraries are run in the different coun-
tries 

 To work for a better recognition of toy libraries 

 To cooperate on different themes like standards, charter of quality, working 
standards, training 

 To serve as a link between national toy library organizations, providing opportuni-
ty for international exchange of ideas and material. 

 To organize common presentations at international events such as Int. Confer-
ences organized by ITLA 

 To cooperate with organizations with similar goals. 
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“We do not stop playing be-
cause we grow old, we grow 
old because we stop play-
ing!” 

George Bernard Shaw 

 

Toy libraries provide know 
how and material for play 
activities across different 
generations. School children 
play with elderly people in a 
senior home. 

 

The European Scene and some Challenges for the Future 

These topics are discussed at the annual meetings of the ETL members. 

During the last meetings a documentation for toy libraries was created. With examples 
of charts of quality from different countries, information about training in  Europe and a 
paper with working standards for toy  libraries.  

1

Working Standards For Toy Libraries

1. Create a 
vision

2. Develop a 
strategic plan

3. Provide 
resources

4. Staff and 
volunteer 

Development

5. Training 
for workers

6. Safe 
environment

7. Public 
relations and 

networks

8. Working 
with users

9. Day to day 
running of the 

toy library

10. 
Evaluation

Government/Management and Toy librarian/Volunteer Roles 

and Tasks in 10 areas…

Some challenges for the future 

 Financial crisis: the actual financial situation is a big challenge for many toy libraries. 
Governmental subsidies are less or do not exist any more. In some countries the na-
tional organisations have to reduce their services with the effect that the communities 
also reduce the financial aid for the local toy libraries.   

 Electronic games:  another challenge is the fact that the electronic games enjoy a 
great popularity for kids of every age. Toy libraries will have to attach more im-
portance to the traditional play by organizing play activities: like tournaments for 
adults in the evening and for kids in the afternoon, information for parents, nurseries, 
kindergartens, schools etc. and special trainings for toy librarians have to be provided. 

 Demographic changes: declining birth- rate and an elderly population  

In spite of these challenges, the purpose of European toy libraries with more than 50 years of 
experience will always be to promote play for everybody as an important part in life.  

Renate Fuchs  

European Coordinator  
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PLAY FOR LIFE: THE ASIAN SCENE –  

PLAYING IN THE FUTURE 

Play in Asia  

 

Play is a common right in a western society whereas in the Asian society, play seems like a privilege. This is probably due 

to differences in cultures, values and education systems.  

 

Therefore, it is not surprising that toy library services started in the West as part of a child’s right to play and recreation. In 

the East where academic excellence is accentuated, play is often a tool for learning rather than a simple activity of fun and 

pleasure. 

 

It has taken some time for Asian countries to catch up on the toy library movement. And of late, toy libraries have slowly 

but surely sprouted in this region.  

 

This keynote presentation took us down memory lane and shed some light on the history of how the toy library movement 

and network have grown in the Asian region. 

 

Start of the Asian Network 

 

Prior to 1999, ITLA conferences had never been held in Asia. The Japanese National Council of Toy Libraries was suc-

cessful to bid for Tokyo to host the 8
th
 ITLA Conference. And Japan ensured that, right from the very beginning, it was to 

be a collaborative Asian effort. Hence 2 years earlier in 1997, the first planning meeting was held in Penang, Malaysia. 

This was the start of the informal Asian link.  

 

ITLA Conferences 

 

Tokyo did a fine job in hosting the 8
th
 ITLA Conference in 1999. This gave much confidence to the other countries in other 

continents. And as such, ITLA conferences were able to travel outside the European continent; to South Africa in 2005 and 

to Brazil in South America in 2011.  

 

As the international conference is held every 3 years, it would take another 15 years for it to return to the Asian Continent 

as is evident today in Korea at the 13
th
 ITLA Conference. 

 

Asian Conferences 

 

For more than 16 years, our friendships amongst Asian toy librarians have continued to 

remain strong. With the strength of this informal Asian Network, we have organised our 

own Asian Toy Library Conferences,  

 firstly in Seoul in 2004 with the theme “Toy Library and the Family”; 

 2
nd

 one in Malaysia in 2007 with the theme “Toy Libraries – Reach Out 

 3
rd

 conference in Singapore in 2010 with theme “Toy Library and Community Build-

ing”  

 4
th
 one was in Tokyo last year with the theme “Play. Empowerment. Life”  

 

We are looking forward to the 5
th
 ATLC which will be held in Taiwan in June 2016. 

1st Asian Toy Library Conference 
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Play for Life 

 

Firstly, as people in this field, together we must have a good understanding of what play is all about. What are the functions of toy 

libraries and how they can help the community? If we can understand the importance of play and believe in what we are doing 

through the toy library projects, then we can advocate meaningfully and appropriately.  

 

Reasons for Play  

 

We all know that everybody at every stage of their life is involved in play, one way or another. 

 Play to Progress - For the young children, play functions as one way to progress and develop as the child explores and discov-

ers toys and play. So no one can deny that play has an important role in education and therapy. Everybody, especially early 

childhood educators, supports the notion of learning through play. 

 Play to Exercise - As you grow older, play activities come in the form of sports and games. Play that is more structured and has 

rules are called games. Sports are games conducted in a designated play space. Some people play for fun and exercise for 

healthy living. 

 Play to Win - For some who are a bit more serious in their play, it can become competitive when they play against each other in 

races, games and sports. 

 Play to Entertain - There are also those who play for the sake of entertainment and enjoyment.  

 Play to Earn - Everybody plays, as play evokes a thrilling feeling of “excitement”, and has an element of “adventure”. However, 

some types of play can lead to addiction. This is the type of play that we have got to be careful about. A friendly game of mah-

jong can turn to be gambling if one is not careful with the purpose. 

 Play to Control & Own - On a bigger scale, there are also battle games and war games. Nations play these violent games when 

they want to own or control other nations. We can see these happening in some parts of the world today. 

 

Pleasure vs Pressure 

 

Play can take place and take shape in all forms depending on the purpose of the play. We 

just call it by different names – recreation, hobbies, sports, hobby, competition, gambling, 

battle, etc...  However, for many of us who are working with children, we do not dispute that 

the main purpose of play is for the sake of learning something.  

 

But there is one area that we often miss out or overlook – playing simply for the sake of 

pleasure, sheer fun and enjoyment.  

 

I must admit that when I started my first toy library project in 1986 in Malaysia, playing for 

pleasure was not an aim. The idea of playing for fun was just too luxurious to be considered an aim. As toys were expensive and 

scarce in those days, we would only promote play strictly for educational purposes. 

 

In the East where academic excellence is emphasized, play is often an educational tool for learning rather than a simple activity of 

pleasure. Due to our competitive educational system, teachers and students focus on educational excellence and scoring A’s in our 

school examinations.  

 

 

3rd Asian Toy Library Conference 
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PLAYING IN THE FUTURE 
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In order for us to keep up with the academic race, everything a child does, must work towards academic achievement. So parents 

send their children for maths tuition, computer classes, etc... after school. High discipline 

is required for the child to keep up with these schedules in school and after school. So, 

you can imagine how stressed the child can become, if they lack the discipline. 

 

You may find it hard to believe that it is rather difficult to find a kindergarten in Malaysia 

that promotes play, even today. 99% of the kindergartens aim for children to read and 

write even before they enter formal schooling.  

 

There is really no need to join in the race pushing our children to be academically high 

achievers. I don’t think many high achievers end up leading successful lives anyway. If they do, I am pretty sure their lives are very 

stressful, just keeping up with the expectations!! 

 

Sheila Flaxman, an American Educationist said – “Today’s children are controlled by the expectations, schedules, whims and rules 

of adults. Play is the only time they can take control of their own world.”  

 

Enjoying Life and Happiness 

 

People usually measure success based on how rich they are and how high they climb on the social ladder. I would like to suggest 

that success be measured on happiness. This is why I really like Bhutan. Many countries based their prosperity index on their Gross 

National Income (GNI) or Gross National Product (GNP).  

 

However, the government of Bhutan measures their prosperity based on Gross National Happiness (GNH) index which covers sev-

eral domains. In fact Bhutan’s legal code number 1629 states - “if the government cannot create happiness for its people, then there 

is no purpose for government to exist”.  

 

We have so much to learn from this little country. There are pleasures in life that we must 

make time for, to enjoy God’s nature and God’s creatures. And these values must be 

cultivated from a young age.     

 

It is good to work hard and strive to achieve but it should not be at the expense of enjoy-

ing life. We have only one life. It is good for us to think what life is all about; and what 

really matters in life. 

 

I am not asking you to deny the educational, rehabilitative or therapeutic benefits of play, 

but I would like you to consider the value of pleasure, enjoyment and relaxation. 

 

 

PLAY FOR LIFE: THE ASIAN SCENE –  

PLAYING IN THE FUTURE 
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Enriching Life through Toy Library  

 

I have learnt so much over the years through my toy library experiences. It is important to learn 

from the past so that we can move on to the future. 

 

Some of you may wonder what is so enriching about toy libraries? Well let me share with you 

how toy libraries can enrich the lives of those involved. Let’s look briefly from 3 aspects i.e. for 

both the user (the child) and the giver (the family) and the community and society as a whole. 

 

Enriching and Empowering the Child 

 

When it comes to buying a toy, parents are usually the ones who choose the items for the child because they seem to know what is 

good for the child. However in the toy library, the child is encouraged to choose his or her own items independently. When he 

chooses his own items, you can be sure that he will take care and be responsible for them. This is empowerment. 

 

Making choices, taking responsibility, being disciplined and caring for the toys enriches character building which will boost the child’s 

self-esteem and self-confidence. 

 

Enriching the Families 

 

In most schools, nurseries, kindergartens or early intervention centres, parents usually rely  on the teachers for everything as they 

are the experts. However, in the toy library, everybody’s equal because everybody’s the expert. The main requirement to get in-

volved in a toy library is the love for children and the love to play.  

 

And in this aspect, all parents qualify. This non-threatening environment encourages parents to play an active role and sometimes 

take on leadership roles as well. They are empowered to make decisions on how the toy library is to be run and take responsibilities 

for its activities etc.. Organisational skills that they learn include management, leadership, accounts, public relations and social skills 

and much more.  

 

This empowerment contributes and enriches one’s personal development. 

 

Enriching the Community 

 

Toy library brings the community together, makes it stronger and empowers local people to have a useful role in their respective 

communities. 

 

It may be difficult to volunteer at an early childhood education or intervention centre where the personnel may need to have trained 

skills. However, in the toy library, anyone can participate and have a role to play if they wish. They can get involved in transporta-

tion, story-telling or washing toys.  

 

Men usually say that they don’t know how to get involved. They give the excuse that child caring and playing with toys requires ma-

ternal instinct. Well, toy designing and repairing are ways we can easily involve grandfathers, fathers and even engineers or stu-

dents. 

 

PLAY FOR LIFE: THE ASIAN SCENE –  
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Enriching Experiences from Global Toy Libraries  

 

Toy library activities have taken me around the globe. This international exposure and of course, the regional network enriched both 

my work and personal life. And I have learnt so much from these opportunities. 

 UK & Portugal - I was astonished to learn that these services are provided by the local council as part of the services for families 

in the community. I am envious and wish that one day my government too will be able to provide such services in my country. 

Seeing what is possible in another country will enable us to advocate better in our own. 

 Paris - I learnt that there are toy librarian courses offered by local universities in France. Toy librarianship is regarded highly as a 

profession of its own.   

 South Africa - In some countries toy libraries are set up for children with AIDS and HIV and they can be found in juvenile prisons 

too. In South Africa, I found toy libraries in shanty towns. In the midlands of Kwa Zulu Natal, there is a project called “Toy Library 

on Legs” where volunteers carry toys in bags and go on foot into the remote villages.  

 Brazil - There are toy libraries in children’s hospitals in Brazil.  

 Australia - some toy libraries also loan out rehabilitative equipment. 

 Japan – having a long history of toy libraries, many have evolved into Leisure & Recreational Libraries to cater for youths, adults 

with disabilities and senior citizens in the community.  

 Philippines - their toy library goes out in a boat to reach out to the many islands.  

 Cambodia - started their toy library activities recently, and they go out to the community in motorbikes!  

 

So you can see that throughout the world, the concept of toy libraries and its activities can be in so many forms, shapes and sizes. 

And it is evolving. This is life!  

 

I have indeed been privileged enough to be part of this network. The Toy Library bridges gaps amongst nations and this globalisa-

tion will lead to better understanding and appreciation amongst cultures and improve our quality of life for all involved. 

 

Article 31 - UN CRC  

 

Everybody knows that the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child advocates on the right to 

survival (Article 6), the right to healthcare (Article 24), the right to education (Article 28) etc. In 

the same equal tone, we must not forget Article 31 that states that the Child has the right to 

relax and play and join in a wide range of cultural, artistic and other recreational activities. 

 

It is a challenge, but we must continue to call on all governments globally, especially those in 

the Asian continent, not to forget their commitment to Article 31 and ensure that every child can enjoy the right to play. 

 

For this reason among others, I believe World Play Day was conceived. A reminder for us to put aside a day dedicated to spending 

time with our loved ones, to play and relax and enjoy each other’s company.    

 

Dr. Freda Kim first proposed the idea of World Play Day in 1999. It is a day dedicated to fun and enjoyment. Two years later the 

idea and concept was officially adopted by the International Toy Library Association. Today, World Play Day is being celebrated 

globally.  
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It is just unfortunate that we have yet to be successful in getting official recognition from high profile agencies such as United Na-

tions (UNICEF / UNESCO) to have World Play Day endorsed in their calendar. 

 

Ensuring the Future 

 

Almost two-thirds of the world’s population live in Asia. Unfortunately, Asia is also home to the majority of the world’s poorest peo-

ple. According to World Bank data, 43% of Asians live in poverty. 

 

And as you know, poverty affects nutrition, healthcare, education and crime and many other issues. There are still children who are 

forced to work to support the family. Some are being used as beggars and child prostitutes. And in war zone countries, children are 

being recruited as soldiers. 

 

So it looks like we have a lot of work to do to spread the importance of toys and play and recreation!! Perhaps some of us can do it 

by starting more toy libraries within our own local communities; all of us can play various supportive roles and some of us may have 

to play advocacy roles in promoting this need to those in local authorities or to our own government.  

 

We also need to advocate against practices such as child labour, child abuse and child neglect. The child’s work at this young age is 

to play and to receive education. 

 

Play is neither East nor West, it is Human 

 

Malala Yousafzai, the Afghan schoolgirl who was shot in the head by the Taliban for wanting 

an education and survived, said in her keynote speech to the United Nations last year “Let us 

wage a glorious struggle against illiteracy, poverty and terrorism, let us pick up our books and 

our pens, they are the most powerful weapons!” 

 

We must make sure that no child is left behind in education, no child is deprived of play, fun 

and toys. In this aspect, children in the developed nations seem more privileged. Most third 

world countries are either struggling with poverty, natural calamities, civil war or poor govern-

ance.  

 

Malala also said “Education is neither Eastern nor Western, it is human.”  Likewise, I would like to add that Play too is neither East-

ern nor Western, it is just human. 

 

I am sure all of you here are involved with children in one way or another. Many of you here are child care workers or play workers. 

But what we need for the future is to raise up more play advocates. People who are passionate not just to play, but who can speak 

up on the importance of play. 

 

So let us speak up if we must, for the many children who still do not have access to play, toys and education. Lobby the relevant 

authorities and our local governments. Apply pressure from the bottom grass-root level as well as from the top policy makers to 

make things happen. 
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A Child’s World   

 

Looking into the future with rapid economic development, increasing urbanization, growing connectivity and societal changes, the 

value and culture of play will naturally be affected in the coming decades.  

 

But in order to keep play alive, let us always remember to view the world as a child. 
 

A child’s world is fresh, pure and beautiful; full of wonder and excitement. 

Filled with imaginations; never judgemental and without criticism.  

Adults see things right or left. Children see things diagonally and sideways. 

We see straight or backwards. They see things upside down and inverted. 

Adults see black and white. Children see bright lights and colours. 
And so, if you want to keep seeing bright and colourful things, always keep a small part of yourself as a child. 

 

Thank you. 

Khor Ai-na 

ITLA Board Member from 1999 – 2014  
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A Unique Solution for a Small Island Nation 
(An Historic Account and look into the future of NZ Toy Libraries) 

 

Family life up to 1960- early 70’s in NZ  often saw mum staying at home with the children, with dad at work during the day – 

he was usually the sole income earner. There was a sense of safety in most neighborhoods and children would often spend 

the afternoon with their mates from down the road, and wander up to the playground by themselves. Children would happily 

play in the home or in the ¼ acre backyard section with whatever was around, I remember playing lots of card games & mo-

nopoly, pick-up-sticks, knucklebones, jigsaws, dolls, teasets… with my brother playing with his cars and wooden garage, 

Hornby trainset, marbles. We would take off on our bikes and explore the neighborhood and make our own toys–stilts from 

golden syrup cans, phones from empty spaghetti tins, gather twigs to make huts… Kindergartens, and later Playcentres, 

were available for 3-5 year olds to attend for a few sessions each week. These provided an opportunity for play and learning 

to get ready for school. Many areas also had playgroup sessions (quite often church based) once a week- an opportunity for 

mums to meet and share while babies & children played from a (usually) limited range of toys, playdough and painting/

collage materials. 

The range of toys available in shops was fairly limited – partially as it was expensive to import from overseas; and possibly 

because the majority of us didn’t know what else was available, so there was no demand for it. Children with Special Needs 

didn’t have a wide range of play/learning aids or toys available, and many professionals who worked with them would try 

and find local people to make or adapt items; or if they knew someone who was travelling, source suitable items from over-

seas then share them around within their own network.  

1970-80’s started to see more mothers re-joining the workforce after having children, often on a part-time rather than full 

time basis. In addition to the Kindergartens, Playcentres and playgroups, crèches or early childhood centres started becom-

ing common.  Good quality durable toys were still often hard to obtain, and if available, often beyond the reach of most fami-

lies disposable budgets. 

In 1972 Miss Gillian Gorick, a physiotherapist from Hamilton took up the idea of a Toy Library with the local Crippled Chil-

dren Society. She saw the benefits of children taking home toys&learning aids to play with between their physio sessions. 

Planning began, and in 1974 Hamilton became the first centre in New Zealand to have a Toy Library. Word spread within 

the child therapist’s network and other centres were soon established in large urban centres with membership limited to chil-

dren with special needs.  By the start of 1979 there were 7 toy libraries established in NZ and Pam Taylor started a quarterly 

newsletter which was sent to each library containing information & news from each toy library.  

The Wellington Salvation Army was one of the first groups to recognise that not only special needs children but every child 

could benefit from using toys from a toy library – and after discovering that the wooden puzzles and toys within the local 

book library were so popular, they opened their own toy library at the end of 1979 to cater for all children within the area. 

They were fortunate, along with a few others, to receive some funding that the Government made available to groups as 

part of 1979 being the International Year of the Child.  

Although some special needs toy libraries get limited financial assistance,  for the majority, toy libraries have always had to 

fundraise and apply for grants from various philanthropic and other funding bodies. 
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By the end of 1981, a booklet on how to start a toy library had been written, and 21 toy libraries from throughout NZ had 

formed the Toy Library Federation of NZ to act as a medium through which knowledge could be shared. It began with 4 

aims: 

 To assist toy libraries in starting, developing & maintaining high standards of service 

 Help communication between toy libraries and other interested people through newsletters, conferences & seminars 

 Stimulate research in the work of toy libraries, and in the design, manufacture & production of toys 

 Promote toy library activities 

 

As awareness of different toys and toy libraries grew, the benefits of belonging to a toy library were promoted.  These in-

cluded  

 You can play with toys you can’t afford to buy 

 You can have games suited to your stage of development 

 You can have fun even if you’re grown up 

 You can get ideas about play 

 You can get special advice for special children 

 

Communities started getting involved and from mid-1980 and throughout the 90’s there was an explosion of toy libraries 

springing up across NZ. No longer were they seen as a resource for special needs, but for all children. The Toy Library Fed-

eration of NZ developed as its logo “Let the Children Play” to spread the message of the importance of the need for play for 

all children. 

Initially many toy libraries limited their membership to families with children under 5, but later, many libraries started catering 

for 5-8 or 12 years as well. However the ability to provide a wide range of suitable & durable toys for this age group still 

seems  to be limited. 

Today, the majority of NZ toy libraries are still situated in old halls; either with complete rooms available, or still locking toys 

away into cupboards at the end of each session. This is beginning to cause a few problems going forward as, after the 

Christchurch earthquakes 4 years ago, NZ has developed new building codes which all buildings will have to meet within 

the next 15 years, and many of the old buildings may have to be demolished as they become too costly to economically 

bring up to the new standard. 

 
 A Unique Solution for a Small Island Nation 

(An Historic Account and look into the future of NZ Toy Libraries) 
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As toy libraries do not receive government funding, toy libraries charge mem-

bers to belong to their local toy library. There seem to be two main schools of 

thought on fees charged. Some toy libraries offer a relatively low membership 

fee, and then charge $1-$5 for each toy hired (often for a fortnight), while oth-

ers will charge a higher membership fee but members are then able to take 

home 2-3 toys at no charge for the fortnight. There are a few libraries who 

seek out sponsorship for some families for whom they recognise would benefit 

greatly from using a toy library, but not be in a financial position to pay. Many 

toy libraries these days also have available group, grandparent and casual 

memberships. 

Over the past 5-10 years a trend seems to be developing with many committees facing frequent changes in personnel, com-

pared to earlier times when someone would often serve on their committee for 3-7 years, now it seems to have shortened to 

1-3 years. This quicker turnaround can at times become unsettling for the toy library as past knowledge and experience is 

lost if the library hasn’t kept good records and procedures. We have even found occasions when there has been a complete 

change of committee, with the new committee having no records or support from departing members. The Federation has 

begun encouraging libraries to ensure they have good procedures in place so that this local knowledge doesn’t get lost in 

the future. 

Today there are over 220 toy libraries throughout NZ, with 218 currently members of the Toy Library Federation of NZ. The 

size of each toy library varies, with some as small as 10 members and others with upwards of 250 users. In total there are 

approximately 1300 people serving on committees, 15,000 families and 27,000 children using toy libraries. 

The Toy Library Federation offers different kinds of support to the toy libraries. A quarterly newsletter is circulated and the 

Set Up and Operations Manual is updated every couple of years. A national training weekend is offered every 2nd year as 

well as regional meetings. Early on, the Federation recognised that to help make a toy library’s hard-earned money go fur-

ther, and to have access to toys not normally available in NZ shops, it should try and negotiate special deals for purchasing 

toys from manufacturers and wholesalers. Toy Express was set up and initially run by a Volunteer Board member. As the 

use of the service grew, over time it became too time-consuming to expect a Volunteer to operate the service and eventually 

we employed someone. This meant putting a small markup on the price paid for toys to cover the cost of wages and over-

heads. The toy buying service still operates, and is still based out of someone’s home.  

Other services offered by the Federation include a toy box loan to toy libraries – 2 large boxes containing about 30 toys can 

be borrowed for 6 months by a toy library to supplement their own stock and giving the library a chance to see and trial toys 

they may not have in their own library. We also have negotiated a bulk insurance deal for libraries, administer a bulk funding 

application, developed publicity materials for libraries to use & adapt for their own purposes, and keep an eye out for other 

opportunities to provide deals and service for toy libraries. 

 
 A Unique Solution for a Small Island Nation 

(An Historic Account and look into the future of NZ Toy Libraries) 
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A couple of years ago, and after discussions and observations with others, we amend-

ed our logo to now read “Play is the Way”. Play is important for everyone - not just chil-

dren, but the entire family, and we should be encouraging the family to become more 

involved with their child and his or her play.  

We felt that Let the Children Play was not really representative of the message toy li-

braries in NZ need to portray. Children are free to play, but we felt that people were not 

making the connection that toys are the tools for learning and that the play is what cre-

ates the connections in the brain for future development. 

Over recent years, the Board had been hearing of, and noticing a growing number of toy libraries struggling. There were 

changes relating to the numbers of families using their local toy library, the ability of toy libraries to find willing members to 

help with fundraising, duties or serve on the committee (and to come onto the Board or act as a Regional Networker); diffi-

culties in renewing affordable leases & securing premises, decreases in the ability to raise funds from fundraising or grants. 

Last year the Toy Library Federation NZ was fortunate to secure funding and embarked on a Social Audit looking at whether 

there was still a need for the Toy Library Federation and toy libraries within NZ.  

The results of the study were presented at our recent National Training Weekend at 

the end of June, and I think we all breathed a sigh of relief at hearing that there still 

appears to be a need and place for toy libraries (and the Federation) within NZ. Hav-

ing said that, there have been a number of areas identified for us to focus on to en-

sure that the delivery of a toy library service is relevant and affordable 

There seem to be many families and members of the public still unaware of toy li-

braries within their communities, so we will need to continue & improve our promotion. The Federation has recently engaged 

with Massey University’s Marketing Department to help develop a comprehensive strategy for the foreseeable future. 

We need to try and engage more libraries in networking with one another to address issues on a regional basis. 

Our Operations Manual, while a useful resource, needs updating and developing further– someone has suggested develop-

ing  a Wikipedia whereby toy libraries can easily share ideas, polices and forms.  

So an exciting time ahead for NZ toy libraries as we work through the changes that may be needed. I look forward to work-

ing with the Federation and toy libraries and to continue to offer the opportunity for everyone to play.  

Waiho i te toipoto, kaua i te toiroa - Let us keep close together, not wide apart. 

 
 A Unique Solution for a Small Island Nation 

(An Historic Account and look into the future of NZ Toy Libraries) 

 

Christine Jelley  

Toy Library Federation NZ 
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Annyeonghaseyo (안녕하세요 – Hello)!  This greeting was the first Korean word we learnt as we arrived in Seoul for the 13
th
 

International Toy Library conference, graciously hosted by Korea’s Toy Library Association. Along with the greeting, each 

participant was warmly welcomed with a gift pack containing a booklet with all the presentations in both Korean and English.  

This alleviated my concern about language barriers, further overcome by a useful translation device that provided English 

translations for all the key note speakers. A host of volunteers was availa-

ble to assist us with whatever we needed, making us feel very at home, 

and a display of traditional games from various countries represented at 

the conference, including my own – South Africa – helped us form immedi-

ate connections.     

The main purpose of the conference was, of course, to share knowledge 

and the three keynote addresses provided unique perspectives on toy li-

braries from a European, New Zealand and Asian perspective. 

Dr Freda Kim (aged 82 and the founder of World Play Day) provided a background of toy libraries in Korea and the history of 

the International Toy Library Association. The historical overview was insightful and allowed newcomers such as myself to 

understand the significance of toy libraries as well as confirm my belief that toy libraries make a significant difference in the 

lives of the communities they serve. 

An additional 44 presentations allowed for participants to select topics that would be most useful to themselves. My own 

presentation “The right to play is promoted by toy libraries in South Africa - Play in the future” was attended by an 

audience of 30 and I was honored to be able to share the work of South African toy libraries.  

I was fascinated to learn about the Japanese toy library association’s use of fabric toys, and the way toy libraries provide 

integrated services to young children in Colombia in collaboration with local municipalities really resonated with me. I gained 

an understanding of how toy libraries function in Cambodia, where toys are taken on the back of a motorcycle to children 

living with disabilities. The term mobile toy library was redefined as toy librarians shared how they use boats, bicycles and 

platforms running on train tracks to get toys to children and their families!  

A whole day was allocated to visiting toy libraries and programmes related to children. My tour group visited a toy library in 

Guro as well as a children’s museum. The toy library was so much more than just a room filled with toys, but rather a three 

story building with a sky garden. This toy library has a number of spaces which serve children, their families and early child-

hood practitioners. Some of the spaces are a literacy room with books and drawing walls, a space for parents to attend par-

enting sessions, a children’s theatre, a model of the human body that children can climb into and explore, and a kitchen 

stocked with child-sized equipment where they can prepare a variety of foods. All the toys available for lending are sterilized, 

wrapped in plastic and bar-coded after each return. The toys are mostly geared toward children younger than three and 

there is a fee attached to each toy that is borrowed. The toy library is financially supported by the local municipality.   

Traditional games from several countries  

13th International Toy Library conference hosted by Korea 

Toy Library Association, Seoul, Korea  
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The children’s museum opened in May 2013 and has already had 500 000 visitors. It comprises of four floors of opportunities 

for children to play and explore. The museum encourages parents to interact with their children and information boards are 

dotted around the museum with suggestions for parents. The toddler section has an interesting array of pipes that suck in silk 

scarves and then pops them out at the top, leaving children scrambling to catch the colorful scarves. I must admit that I also 

really enjoyed this activity! A section to sensitize children to the world of living with disabilities allows them to sit in a wheel-

chair and experience the challenges wheelchair bound children face every day. It also pro-

vides information on the challenges of being blind and deaf. There is a section dedicated to 

various work occupations where children can print their own business cards and a space for 

them to construct shapes with huge light weight foam blocks.  

An interesting structure encourages children to make tents, hammocks and other kinds of 

shelters by stretching fabric with elastic bands on the end over knobs – a wonderful open 

ended activity allowing children to be creative. A large and intriguing water play section kept 

me mesmerized as I pumped, pulled, turned and shook various wheels and knobs until my 

efforts helped move the water into a large bowl which toppled over once it was filled, much to 

everyone’s delight, including my own.   

Overall, I was struck by the gentle and friendly nature of the Korean people 

and how every greeting is accompanied by a respectful bow. During our stay 

we had the opportunity to experience traditional teas, dress in traditional Kore-

an costumes, paint designs on paper fans and play djidji. Djidji is played by 

folding paper into squares and placing some on the floor. Another square is 

used to throw at the ones on the floor and the aim is to flip over the ones on 

the floor. The person who flipped over the most is the winner.  It is quite an art 

to get the square to flip over. 

The food experience in Korea was extraordinary for me as a South African. Meals consist mainly of rice or noodles, soup, 

beef, pork or chicken with stir fried vegetables, all served with Kimchi (cabbage, radish or cucumber fermented in a brine of 

ginger, garlic and chili pepper). Meals are served in a bowl and eaten with chopsticks or a spoon.     

The international toy library conference most certainly broadened my understanding of toy libraries and energized me to con-

tinue promoting toy libraries, not only in South Africa, but throughout the whole of Africa. I wish to express my sincere thanks 

to Cotlands Board,   ITLA and our Korean hosts for this wonderful opportunity. 

Gamsahamnida (감사합니다 

(Thank you in Korean) 

Toy Library in Guro 

13th International Toy Library conference hosted by Korea 

Toy Library Association, Seoul, Korea  
 

Monica Stach (Toy library Association of 

South Africa – managed by Cotlands) 
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  Dear Toy Library Friends 
 

It was a great honor to attend the International Conference of the ITLA in 

Seoul. My colleague and I have been members of the ITLA since 2001, and 

we could never imagine that we would be part of this special group of people. 

In the Netherlands we are members of the board of the National Organization: 

Vereniging Speelotheken Nederland, VSN. We have also attended the meet-

ings of the European group for 8 years now. 

At first Seoul felt very good when we arrived. Although we had to search for 

the Techno Mart (Korean people pronounce it in a different way in English)   

we finally found the building and we joined the meeting from Tuesday until Friday. 

Special reason for us to be there was the intention of the Netherlands to be the host of the next conference in 2017. So we had 

two views on the conference.  

At first of course the content, which was very interesting. The presentation of Ai-Na Khor was very impressive and gave us a lot 

of inspiration. Meeting people and networking was also a very important part of the congress. It was so good to have conversa-

tions with a lot of different people from all over the world!  

Also the excursions were very well organized. Unfortunately we were in group nr. 4 and there was no Toy Library for us to visit. 

But we enjoyed meeting the children and the hospitality of the Korean people was overwhelming.  

Second, we were very interested in the organization of the conference of course. It’s quite something to have more than 200 

people in your country and give them a successful and meaningful content of 3 days.The Korean organization was outstanding. 

The dinners, the performances, the building, the excursions, the technical part, photographers and volunteers… We learned a 

lot about all this. 

So at the end of the meeting we presented our country and took part in the first board meeting. Until the next conference the 

Netherlands is now on the board of the ITLA, which is a great honor. 

We are looking forward to organizing the conference and hope to meet all those wonderful colleague’s again. Seoul was a great 

experience! 

Irma van Dijk and Tineke Kuivenhoven 

The Netherlands  
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 Reflections from the Seoul ITLA Conference  

 

Speakers during the week helped us recall how and why we began, not only individually but as an international organization, 

along with reminding us of the ideals and value of world play day. 

We heard of challenges currently facing us, but instead of seeing these as challenges, perhaps we can turn it around and see 

the opportunities that arise. Developing documentation and/or offering training can help ensure volunteers feel better support-

ed and if systems are in place, more time can be spent delivering our services rather than on admin. Recognizing and valuing 

volunteers will help keep them, and maybe we will be seen as THE ORGANISATION TO VOLUNTEER FOR, as when we pro-

vide support to help, word spreads and new volunteers come on board. Give support, but have buy-in from the community 

from the roots up to ensure long term sustainability. 

Through the various sessions we explored and learned the different forms play can 

take and how it is essential throughout our lifetime, not just for our young. As toy 

libraries we need to take this message out into the wider community. We need to 

talk and share with others and use it as a focus to build strategic alliances with like-

minded organizations, local governments and businesses. Let us all embrace 

World Play Day; spread the message of play's importance; get others “ buy in”  on 

the good we do, and they will support us. 

The visits to toy libraries, childcare centers and children’s museums had us reaf-

firming that there are similarities with back home and yet differences also. The mu-

seums had many envious for such places back home… maybe a future project for some future time? 

Talking to each other throughout the week enabled not only the sharing of experiences and knowledge but also helped form or 

cement friendships that can be continued long after we leave. 

ITLA is entering a new phase with its own opportunities (not challenges) ahead. We need to keep in mind that we are all ITLA 

and as such we all need to support the new board and each other. We need to continue to share, contact not only each other 

direct, but through ITLA so that everyone can hear, see, learn and in this way benefit from each other.  

I sincerely hope that when we get back home  we don't forget each other or merely file our exchanged cards until the next time; 

but that we do keep in touch with each other to continue the interchange and dialogue. And most importantly that we remem-

ber to have fun in all we do, as play is most certainly the way. 

I thoroughly enjoyed being at this conference, my expectations were exceeded and I thank KTLA and everyone for making this 

a great occasion. Special thanks go to all the wonderful helpers who went out of their way to help us all. 

Christine Jelley (New Zealand) 

Christine Jelley   
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Next Issue: 
 As usual, we will have articles from toy libraries all around the 

world!  You can expect  one specific article from Asian Group 

(Philippines). 
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ITLA’s New Board 

A big thank to the past board that made such a wonderful work.   

At the 13th International conference of toy libraries in Seoul, Korea, the new Board 

was elected to work hard with commitment, with new feelings and thoughts, to make 

ITLA stronger than it is. A great gratitude to the past Board that made ITLA possible.  

Monica Juarez our President and Leonor Santos our newsletter Editor and European 

Link were re-elected. Congrats to them.  

 

          

This is the new team  

President and link coordinator                                            Monica Juarez Soria (Mexico) 

Vice-president and European group link                                Michel van Langendonckt    (Belgium) 

Treasurer and African continent link                                        Monica Stach    (South Africa) 

Secretary and Asian continent link                                           Poai  Hong     (Malaysia) 

WPD coordinator and Oceania continent link                            Debbie Williams  (Australia) 

Newsletter editor coordinator and European continent link              Leonor Santos     (Portugal) 

Community management coordinator and American continent link    Fernando Martelo  (Colombia)   

Conference coordinator                        Tineke Kuivenhoven  (Netherlands) 

 

And we continue with: 

Media assistant                                                      Mary Clark   (South Africa) 

Old ITLA Board of Directors 

The transition between the old and the 

new ITLA Board 

New ITLA Board of Directors 


